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NARA RG104, Entry 1, Box 135 


[Abstract:] Relative to allowance of weight for dust on Bars. 


Mint of the United States at Philadelphia, 
Melting and Refining Department, 
Philadelphia, 

August 24, 1885 


Sir 


Permit me to draw your attention to some of the silver bars deposited at this Mint, 
especially since some depositors have rather complained of the apparent excess of our 
deductions from the direct weight. An agreement was entered into many years ago by this Mint, 
and the Assay Office, New York, that in receiving fine bars of silver, a deduction should be 
made of 10/100 of an ounce for every 3000 oz. weighed, as a fair equivalent for surface dust, 
even on the cleanest bars. Bars are sometimes now received from New York, externally dark 
gray to nearly black, altho’ of standard metal, due to some surface action on the Silver, in other 
words not pure silver. We should be allowed some discretion in putting down the true weight of 
silver, in our estimation of surface dust and darkening cause. Or, what would equally attain the 
object, the silver (standard) might be cleaned by pickling before the weight is taken, or before the 
bars are delivered. 


Very respectfully, 
Jas. C. Booth 
M&R 


Hon. D.M. Fox 
Superintendent 


